
Events 
7 – 22 Mar | Summer Sounds 2020 
Dance, sing and be merry with a great line-up 
of local music and dance acts on the Eucalypt 
Lawn. Saturday and Sunday evenings only.

10 – 13 Apr | Bilby Holiday Trail 
Get outdoors and enjoy a fun school holiday experience 
at the Gardens aimed at raising awareness of 
native plant and animal conservation efforts.

24 Apr – 3 May | Banksia Festival 
Join us in celebrating the opening of the new Banksia 
Garden with a program of day and night events. 

1 May | Canberra International Music Festival Concert 
Enjoy music at the Gardens during Canberra’s 
International Music Festival. Hear the special musical piece 
commissioned by the Gardens to celebrate our birthday.

4 – 26 July | MEGAfauna – once there were giants!  
Embark on an adventure trail filled with nature, science 
and history! Come face to face with Australia’s prehistoric 
past by immersing yourself in the Gardens newest 
Megafauna trail - the first of its kind in Australia. 

18 Oct | The Garden Party 
The Gardens are having a birthday party and everyone is 
invited - face painting, music, kid’s entertainment and more!

19 Nov 20 – 9 Jan 21 | Sunset Cinema 
Head outdoors for an unforgettable 
night of film under the stars.

Exhibitions 
5 Mar – 12 Apr | Seeds from the Bank 
Get a glimpse into the collection of the National 
Seed Bank and the seeds collected to support 
the conservation of our native flora.

18 Apr – 17 May | Botanic Art Group 
‘Legacy of Banks and Solander’ 
An exhibition of botanical art representing Australian 
native flora by members of the Friends of the ANBG 
Botanic Art Group. The exhibition focuses on 
Banksias and the plants collected by Joseph Banks 
and Solander on their discovery voyage of Australia.

20 May – 14 Jun | Paradise Lost – Solander 
An art exhibition commemorating the legacy 
of the Swedish botanist Daniel Solander. 
Presented by the Embassy of Sweden in Canberra 
and the Solander Gallery in Wellington.

17 Jun – 12 July | Detritus 
A beautiful display of glassworks and drawings. 

15 Jul – 9 Aug | Talking with Trees 
A special photographic exhibition complemented 
by public programs in the Gardens.

14 Aug – 13 Sep | Native Plants Through Visitors Eyes 
A joint exhibition between the Korean Botanical 
Art Group and the Friends Botanic Art Group 
illustrating the importance of Gardens and why 
they attract visitors from all over the world.

16 Sep – 25 Oct | 50th Anniversary Exhibition 
See how the Gardens have transformed over 
the last 50 years in a special indoor and outdoor 
exhibition celebrating Australia’s flora and 
the history of the Gardens. This exhibition is 
part of the Galleries, Libraries, Archives and 
Museums (GLAM) Flora Trial celebration.

28 Oct – 15 Nov | 24th Annual Friends School 
Photographic Competition 
A showcase of Australian school students’ 
creativity and photographic skills in colour, 
monochrome and altered reality.

19 Nov – 6 Dec | Friends Photographic Group 
Beautiful photographs taken within the 
Gardens by the Friends Photographic Group. 
Unframed prints and cards for sale.

9 Dec 20 – 31 Jan 21 | Dirkswirks Timber Mosaics 
Inspired by Dirk Lejeune’s fascination of 
the Australian bush, his artworks consist of 
timber, bark and crosscuts of branches.

Visit the Gardens’ website for further details parksaustralia.gov.au/botanic-gardens

Message from our Champion 
“I’m thoroughly delighted to be celebrating 
a half‑century of the Australian National 
Botanic Gardens. I’ve found the 
Gardens endlessly fascinating, from the 
Rainforest Gully to the Red Centre. 

As a gardener who is also keenly interested 
in history and culture, the Gardens are a 
treasure trove. Now more than ever, their 
role in raising awareness of our precious and 
spectacular flora is urgently needed and the 
50th birthday celebrations will be a marvellous 
way to further this vitally important cause.” 

- Genevieve Jacobs, Group Editor Region Media

Conference 
5–9 Apr | Australasian Seed Science Conference 
Hosted by the Australian National Botanic Gardens, 
this conference brings together leading botanical 
and conservation experts and seed scientists.

Special Edition Anniversary Gin
Get a taste of the Australian National Botanic Gardens 
with a special gin developed by Underground Spirits 
using botanical ingredients from our very own Garden.
Place your order by visiting www.undergroundspirits.com.au

Plant Sales 
21 Mar & 17 Oct | Australian Native Plant Society Plant Sale 
Select from a range of local species 
suitable for Canberra’s climate.

28 Mar & 14 Nov | Growing Friends Plant Sale 
Don’t miss your chance to purchase a selection 
of native plants at this boutique plant sale.  

National Days of Celebration  
23 Mar | National Eucalypt Day 
Enjoy walks and workshops to celebrate National Eucalypt Day.

31 May | Botanic Gardens Day 
Celebrate Botanic Gardens Day with activities in the Gardens.

The Gardens 
are turning 50!
Celebrate with us throughout 2020

Alive with celebration

https://parksaustralia.gov.au/botanic-gardens
http://www.undergroundspirits.com.au

