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1 – 31 July 2022

MEGAfauna: 
myths & legends!

What’s on
Culture on the Move Weaving Workshops
Bush Animals | 10 & 13 Jul | 10am & 1pm 
Traditional | 20 Jul | 10am – 1pm

Join Ronnie Jordan to learn about traditional weaving.

Eventbrite bookings | Costs apply

Ancient Plants and Animals
18 – 24 Jul | 11am – 12pm

Join a free guided walk to see what the vegetation 
was like in the ages of dinosaurs and megafauna 
and how it has changed over time. Meet at the clock 
near the café bridge. No booking required.

MEGAfauna afterDARK
Of bunyip’s and beasts… restoring memories 
of long-extinct creatures

Botanical Bookshop
A treasure trove of beautiful, educational books, 
gifts and souvenirs inspired by Australia’s diverse plants 
and wildlife.

Link in with our social media for your chance to win prizes 
and keep up to date with MEGAfauna and upcoming events.

@AustralianNationalBotanicGardens

@anbg                        @anbgalive 

#MEGAfauna22 #visitcanberra  #NAIDOC2022 #parksaustralia
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PRECAMBRIAN ERA 
4.6 b – 541 m years ago

PERIOD

Quaternary
2.6 m years ago 
to present

Neogene
23–2.6 m years ago

Palaeogene
66–23 m years ago

Cretaceous 
145–66 m years ago

Jurassic 
201–145 m years ago

Triassic
252–201 m years ago

Permian 
299–255 m years ago

Carboniferous 
359–299 m years ago

Devonian 
416–359 m years ago

Silurian 
444–419 m years ago

Ordovician 
485–444 m years ago

Cambrian 
541–485 m years ago

EPOCH

Holocene

Pleistocene
2.6 m – 11,650 
years ago

Pliocene

Miocene

Oligocene

Eocene

Paleocene
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29 Jun - 31 Jul | 9.30am – 4.30pm

Regenerate is a communal creative 
exploration of the way Australian bushland 
responds to fire.

Thousands of leaves decorated by 
people of all ages are displayed in a series 
of hanging ribbons. 

Developed by Orange Regional Museum 
and Orange Regional Gallery and adapted 
by Shoalhaven Regional Gallery.

Regenerate

2, 3, 7, 8 & 9 Jul | 5.30pm – 8.30pm | Costs apply

Experience a night like no other in this immersive, 
illuminated and cultural event. Be enchanted with a local 
bunyip story and song by a First Nations storyteller.

A rare opportunity to see the Gardens at 
night with the megafauna on display. 

Enjoy a light supper at Pollen café with 
damper-style roll and hot soup.

Bookings essential | Numbers limited

parksaustralia.gov.au/botanic-gardens

Picnic on the lawn with the legends!

Pollen Cafe
Serving hot/cold  
food & beverages 
Open Wed-Sun  
9.30am–2.30pm 
(weather permitting)

DROP BEAR 
KIDZ MEAL 
available 
all day until 
kitchen closes



Follow Wonambi the Rainbow Serpent 
on the map to make sure you 

don’t miss a thing! 

Giant Python 
Wonambi naracoortensis
Named after the Rainbow serpent of 
the Aboriginal Dreamtime, Wonambi 
was a 5 to 6 metres long snake. 
This non-venomous python killed by coiling 
around its prey and tightening its grip.

Malleefowl Leipoa ocellata
An Australian species of mound-building birds known 
as megapodes. They have large and powerful feet, 
used to build enormous egg-incubating mounds.

Wakaleo schouteni
The oldest known member of the 
marsupial lion family. Wakaleo had 
large blade-like teeth specially 
designed for cutting and stabbing. 
It hunted in trees or ambushed prey 
such as lizards, frogs, birds and other 
small animals.

Dromornis planei
A gigantic, heavily-built bird with  

a long neck and enormous legs.  
This extinct flightless bird was nicknamed  

the Demon Duck of Doom due to its enormous 
skull and a deep curved bill that would be just 

as capable of crushing seed pods as skulls. 

Cassowary  
Casuarius casuarius

A truly prehistoric bird which still wanders the 
northern rainforests today.The endangered 
Southern Cassowary is Australia’s heaviest 
bird and one of our most interesting 
surviving species of megafauna. 
With giant, claw-like feet and 
drooping skin it’s often 
called the Dinosaur Bird.

Gondwana
Australia was once part of 
the southern supercontinent 
known as Gondwana. Plants 
like cycads and these Wollemi, 
Hoop, and Bunya pines shared 
the land with dinosaurs and 
megafauna. They survive with 
us today as ‘living fossils’.

Wombat Phascolonus gigas
The world’s largest true wombat, 
it was 2-3 times the size of the modern 
wombat with huge, curved chisel-like 
upper teeth. It had a sturdy build and 
strong legs but due to its size, was more 
likely to have lived in a den rather than a 
warren like the modern wombat.

Platypus Obdurodon tharalkoolschild
The largest platypus ever found, this extinct 
carnivorous monotreme (egg laying mammal)  
was thought to be similar to the modern 
platypus but larger, with fully  
functional teeth. 

Giant Horned Turtle 
Meiolania sp.
An extinct turtle with an 
unusually shaped skull. It had 
knobs and large protruding 
horns that prevented it 
from fully withdrawing its 
head into its shell. Its tail 
was protected by armoured 
thorn-like spikes. 

Megalania 
Varanus priscus

The giant monitor lizard 
Megalania was the largest 

terrestrial lizard known to exist. 
This reptilian predator had a jaw 

full of blade-like teeth with a 
forked tongue and toxic glands, 

making it the largest known 
venomous vertebrate.

Hulitherium tomasetti
A giant Diprotodon from Papua 
New Guinea, it had a short neck 
and mobile limb structure. It is 
thought to have been able to stand 
on its hind legs and manipulate 
food with its arms like a panda.

Marsupial Lion Thylacoleo carnifex
The largest Australian marsupial carnivore unearthed, 
this jaguar-like predador likely climbed trees to 
ambush its prey. It had enormous teeth and enormous 
retracting thumb claws. Its bite force was more 
powerful than any mammal – living or extinct!

Diprotodon optatum
Diprotodon was the 
largest of the Australian 
megafauna and the largest 
known marsupial to ever 
exist. It inhabited forests, 
woodlands, billabongs, and 
grasslands, where it grazed 
on a variety of plants.

Palorchestes azeal
This odd creature had a 

small trunk and long tongue like 
a giraffe. It was broad-chested 

and had massive curved forearms 
with large 12cm razor-sharp 

claws, used to pull up shrubs, rip 
branches or tear bark from trees. 

The largest kangaroo known to science, it had an unusually 
short face with eyes that were almost forward-facing 
like humans. It could raise its arms to grasp 
foliage. Each hand had two extra-long 
fingers with large claws, probably 
used to grab and pull branches 
to the mouth. 

Thorny Devil 
Moloch horridus
Strictly speaking, the Thorny 
Devil is not a living megafauna 
though it may have evolved during 
the age of the dinosaurs. A spiky, 
well-camouflaged and slow-moving 
lizard, it eats thousands of ants 
per day and can drink water just by 
standing in a puddle.
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Can you find the rare, 
secretive Ghost Bats in the 
Rainforest Gully caves?
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Wander through the Red Centre Garden 
Get a glimpse of some desert animals and their relationships with desert plants such 
as desert oaks, spinifex grasses and saltbush scrub. Some of these plants evolved with 
megafauna and have clever ways to survive.
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Giant Short-faced Kangaroo 
Procoptodon goliah 

This is Ngunawal Country. Today we are all meeting 
together on Ngunawal Country. We acknowledge and 
pay our respects to the Elders.
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Ghost Bat 
Macroderma 

gigas


