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The Wet Season is Approaching
It’s the time of year when clear blue skies slowly start to bear threatening clouds
and the odd storm will remind us of what is looming ahead. Streams will soon
begin to run and new growth will quickly appear throughout the parched
landscape.
Due to the fire danger and extreme heat, rangers have now closed the following
areas:

Facebook
Check out our Facebook page
to see the latest info on the
park
https://www.facebook.com/
KakaduNationalPark



Twin Falls and Jim Jim Falls for the season.



Gunlom Falls is only temporarily closed due to a bushfire in the area.
Rangers will re-open the Gunlom areas once it is clear of fire danger.



Barrk Sandstone Walk (Nourlangie region), to be re-opened once regular
rainfall occurs.

Malabanjbanjdju tent and caravan sites and Burdulba camping sites have
recently been re-opened. We recommend people bring plenty of water for
drinking and use while camping.
Sign up to our road report to receive up-to-date information on site access and
road conditions: kakaduroadreport.wordpress.com

What a (Bird) Week!
Kakadu’s Bird Week ran from the 14th to the
21st of October. This year, in addition to the
research program, there were 5 free
birdwatching walks for visitors with Kakadu
staff and bird experts at Ubirr, Nourlangie,
Mamukala, Jabiru Lake and Gubara. All walks
catered for the serious twitchers, as well as
the amateurs and families that came along.
There were well over 100 different species
identified with highlights being rainbow pita,
sandstone shrike thrush, banded fruit dove
and emerald dove just to name a few. Skills and knowledge was shared in an open and friendly
environment. There were expert talks in the evening with Birdlifes’ Chris Purnell and Dan Weller, Prof Tim
Low and Tim Dolby. All were fascinating and gave plenty to think about.

The success of this year’s Kakadu Bird
Week was possible through the
cooperation and commitment of Kakadu
staff, Tourism NT (thanks Becky), Birdlife
Australia, NT Bird Specialists, Tim Low
and especially Tim Dolby (author of
Finding Birds in Australia) who did 4 of
the 5 bird walks and a night presentation.
Thank you all for the passion and positive
attitudes to our feathered friends.

Has Another Year of Interpretative Activities Come to an End? No...
That’s right! While our dry season interpretative
program has come to a close, Kakadu has just launched a
post-October program to keep visitors informed and
entertained during the quieter period. The program
includes some old favourites like art site walks and
ranger talks. Please see the attached flyer for more info.
If you have any feedback or recommendations you’d like
to provide about the interpretative program, we’d love
to hear from you. Please contact the Park Interpretation
Officer, Lia Arcioni at lia.arcioni@environment.gov.au.

Kakadu National Park would also like to thank
everyone involved for all of their hard work and
perseverance throughout the 2015 peak season
program. Your tireless efforts are a big part of what
makes visiting Kakadu such a special place. Great
work!

Operating Safely in the Park
Visitor safety is everyone’s responsibility – follow the steps below to assist your guides and clients to stay safe
and happy.
1. Always carry a first aid kit. Tour guides are often the first response when a visitor is injured. Carrying the right
first aid gear ensures your able to help until park rangers arrive. All guides working in the park must have a
current first aid certificate and ensure vehicles contain a comprehensive first aid kit.
2. In case of emergency, stay with your injured passenger and contact park rangers by using our Emergency
Communications Devices (ECDs).
3. Ensure your visitors carry sufficient water.
4. Follow the road rules. While most people are doing the right thing, rangers and local police have observed too
many vehicles breaking the road rules - for example not driving to speed limits.
5. Respect other tour operators. All tour operators should behave respectfully when using public spaces in the
park. All sites have non-exclusive access, so please work together and share the common spaces to ensure all
visitors have a positive experience.
These and other important safety precautions are outlined in the permit conditions for tour operators working in
the park.
To avoid any problems, please check that all your guides are aware of the permit conditions.
You can download a copy of the conditions at http://www.environment.gov.au/parks/permits/pubs/kakaducommercial-land-based-tours.pdf or contact us on 08 8938 1140.

Gubara Road Upgrade
The Gubara road will be closed for upgrade from 9 November. The
upgrade is expected to take a few weeks, and will improve year-round
access to the area.
If you are planning on heading to Kakadu over the coming weeks,
please plan an alternative location. Once the upgrade is complete, we
will be sure to post it on the Road Report.
Please contact Bowali Visitor Centre on 8938 1120 if you have any
questions.

Changes to Park Pass Fee Structure

Kakadu is nominated for a Golden Backpack

As per the announcement made in December 2014,
the new park fee structure will come into place from
1 April 2016. In order to make this transition a little
easier for all operators, Parks Australia has launched
a project to implement and manage the change.

The Golden Backpack Awards are the original and most

For all the details on the new fee structure, visit
https://www.environment.gov.au/node/38077.

for a Backpack in the 2015 Best Visitor Attraction

If you have any questions, queries or concerns about
the new fee structure, or would like to discuss how it
will be implemented, please feel free to contact
scott.russell@environment.gov.au.

Some of Kakadu’s CTOs are also in the running to get

established awards dedicated to the independent
travel sector. A Golden Backpack Award is an indication
of great customer service and we have been nominated

category.

the ‘gong’ for Best Tour Activity: Wayoutback
Australian Safaris, Adventure Tours Australia and
Kakadu 4WD Safaris. Congratulations, and good luck!
If you would like more information about the Golden
Backpack awards, please visit:
http://www.goldenbackpackawards.com.au/

Preventing Dehydration and Heat-Related Illnesses
Gunumeleng, hot and humid build-up season, is upon us and with it the increased risk of heat-related illnesses. Stay
alert and recognise early signs of dehydration:
Early symptoms include feeling thirsty and excessive sweating.
If a client complains of headache, light-headedness or nausea, take immediate action as their condition may
deteriorate quickly. If dehydration continues, it can result in seizures, a loss of consciousness and even death.
First Aid


Lie the person down in a cool shaded area, keep them comfortable and cool.



Give them water in small quantities at a time.



If the person cannot keep the water down, or does not recover quickly, seek medical assistance.



Contact the medical centre in Jabiru on (08) 8979 2018



In case of an emergency locate the nearest Emergency Call Devices (ECD) and contact park staff



Follow all directions from park staff in relation to the emergency.

Will You Need Ubirr Wet Season Access?
Ubirr is managed as a restricted area during the
wet season each year. During this time
independent travellers may only access the site
between 2:00 pm and sunset, while tour operators
may apply for a permit to access Ubirr between
8.30 am and sunset. For the coming wet season,
Kakadu will continue with the arrangements made
last year, and wet season permits will extend from
1 December until 31 May 2015. This will ensure
that permitted operators will be able to access the area if the ‘wet’ does not subside. However, access is, of
course, subject to road conditions.
Access into Ubirr during this period is granted on the understanding that permit holders and their guides will
work together with park staff to help protect this significant site by adhering to their permit conditions. We
also ask that tour guides use caution when travelling through this flooded area. The road becomes rated as
“impassable” at 0.6m (meaning you cross at your own risk).
For those operators interested in obtaining a wet season permit, the application package is available online
(http://www.environment.gov.au/resource/tourism-operators). Please complete and return the application
to kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au by 14 November 2015. Alternatively, please call (08) 8938 1140 if
you have any questions.

Get to... Know your Kakadu




Are you looking for an opportunity to learn more about Kakadu and share it with your visitors?
Want inspiration for a new take on your material?
Would you like an insider’s view about working in interpretation in Kakadu?

We invite you to come and spend some time on country with our interpretive ranger, and listen to talks and share
valuable knowledge. This is a great way to freshen up on your Kakadu Knowledge while sharpening your guiding
skills.
Each session can be tailored to suit the interests of the individual/group. Bookings are essential. For more
information and details, please call Lia Arcioni on 08 8938 1106 or lia.arcioni@environment.gov.au.

1 Day Workshop with Savannah Guides
Savannah Guides are holding a one-day professional
development workshop for Tour Guides on
Wednesday 4 November with Charles Darwin
University at their Palmerston Campus.
This is a valuable refresher for existing guides and
introduction to guiding skills for potential tour guides.
CDU will also provide an update on the Kakadu
Knowledge for Tour Guides course. Lunch is provided
as well some very useful workbooks to take away.
Everyone is welcome, and the day should be of great
interest to tour operators and guides, career
changers, Indigenous and National Park Rangers.
And it’s only $60!
For more information, please contact
info@savannah-guides.com.au

We would like to know what you are
interested in learning about regarding
Kakadu.
If you have any suggestions as to what
you would like included in a future
edition of the Industry Update, please
forward your suggestion to
Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.auau

