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Southern Hills and Ridges - Bukbukluk
After a very hot and dry start into the new year, we’ve finally seen some heavy
rainfall here in Kakadu over the last couple of weeks, including associated
flooding and damage to roads and infrastructure (see next page).
It looks like things may be heating up again for the second half of the wet. The
Bureau of Meteorology suggests temperatures are likely to be warmer than
average in the Top End in coming months. Check out BOM’s outlook video for
February to April: http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/overview/video

Ubirr wet season access
The Oenpelli Road (road to Ubirr) is classed ‘impassable’ by the NT Department
of Transport once water levels exceed 0.5m at the Magela Creek and the SBends. When this occurs, Ubirr is not open by park staff. Please keep an eye on
the weather and be prepared to amend your itinerary if conditions change.
Severe storms can cause flash flooding and significant stream rises, sometimes
with very little warning. Drivers should be aware of the risk of entering fast
flowing water and the potential presence of crocodiles.
Once water levels recede below 0.5m, Ubirr is open from 2pm until sunset. Tour
operators may apply for a permit and key to access the site from 8.30am until
sunset. If you are yet to apply for an Ubirr Wet Season Permit, please follow the
link to download an application package:
www.environment.gov.au/resource/tourism-operators#permit
Sign up to our road report to receive up-to-date information on site access and
road conditions: http://kakaduroadreport.wordpress.com/

Yurmikmik – Flood Damage
If you ever wondered why we continuously warn about the risks of flash flooding in our road reports and on social
media, here’s why! Mary River district rangers sent us the following images of flood damage in the Yurmikmik
area after heavy rain last weeek.
The Gimbat Road is currently open to 4WD high clearance vehicles only. The suspension bridge crossing at the
Yurmikmik car park suffered extensive damage also. Rangers have created an alternative walking route across
the creek, please follow on-site signage.
We are currently assessing the extent of damage and hope to be able to provide an alternative crossing in the
future.

2016/2017 Standard Land-Based Permit Applications
It’s that time of year again. Annual permit applications will soon need to be lodged. In the next few days we will
send out an application package to all current permit holders.
Alternatively head over to: www.environment.gov.au/resource/tourism-operators and download the application
form. Don’t forget to bookmark this page as you will find all the important information for tour operators right
here!
We will start processing applications shortly to make sure operators receive their 2016/17 permits prior to
31 March 2016, when current one-year permits expire.
Duration of permit
Are you looking for continuity and not keen on completing an application form every year? Operators who hold
current ATAP accreditation and satisfy all the usual permit requirements can apply for a three-year permit as an
alternative to the standard one-year permit. Please note that the three-year fee will need to be paid upfront
(see page 2 of the application form for details) and you will still be required to submit your annual renewal notes
for accreditation and public liability insurance.
Tips for applying
For speedy processing and to avoid phone tag from us, here are a few things to keep in mind:


Please take a few moments to re-familiarise yourself with the conditions linked to your standard land-based
permit – and ask your guides to do the same!



Ensure all questions are completed – if more space is needed then attach a separate sheet.



Make sure your attached public liability schedules prove you’re covered beyond 31 March 2016.



Attach your promotional material. If it’s not ready we will accept a draft or alternatively your website
address (please write this on the checklist on page 12).



Ensure your tour leaders have completed the Kakadu Knowledge for Tour Guides course.



Select your permit duration and provide payment details – sorry, we cannot accept Amex or generate
invoices.



Complete the application checklist (page 12) – this is your toolkit to make sure we’ve got everything needed
for a quick turnaround.



Sign and witness the declaration and agreement pages.

Remember that it is a condition under the permit to carry a copy of the current permit conditions while
conducting tours in Kakadu. If you were granted a three-year permit last year, don’t forget to update the
documentation you carry by including the revised permit conditions. Simply follow above link and print out the
conditions that come as part of the application pack.
When will I get my permit?
Please allow a minimum of 14 days for application processing.
Need more information?
Please contact Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au or phone Anja Toms on 08 8938 1170.
We’re looking forward to seeing your application!

New Kakadu Management Plan
On the 8th February Federal Minister for the Environment, Minister Hunt, announced the commencement of the
sixth management plan for Kakadu National Park. The sixth management plan will guide management of the park
for the next ten years until 4 January 2026.
The Kakadu Board of Management prepared the new management plan with input from many people.
Consultations were undertaken with the traditional owners of Kakadu and other stakeholders throughout
development of the new plan.
Preparation of the plan was subject to two public comment periods and the Board carefully considered all the
comments received when finalising the plan.
The new management plan is similar in intent and direction to the previous plan. The plan puts into place a
comprehensive range of management programmes to conserve the park’s World Heritage listed natural and
cultural values and strives to support improved visitor infrastructure and experiences in the park.
The Board of Management would like to thank the many individuals and organisations that contributed to the
development of the new management plan.
To find out more about the management plan or to download a copy visit:
http://www.environment.gov.au/resource/kakadu-national-park-management-plan-2016-2026
or call Kakadu on (08) 8938 1100.

World Wetlands Day 2016
World Wetlands Day was celebrated in style on Saturday, 6 February at Kakadu National Park’s Bowali Visitor
Centre and a fun morning was had by all! Visitors and locals learned about the importance of Kakadu’s wetlands
of international significance – and the work we’re doing to learn about and preserve our wetlands.
ERISS fascinated visitors with the busy world of wetland water bugs seen under their microscope. Briena from
the National Environmental Science Programme (NESP) showed us how researchers tag and track barramundi in
Kakadu’s wetlands. Rangers from our Integrated Feral Team helped kids onto the airboat they use to fight
noxious weeds – they even started it up!
The BBQ and cool treats kindly donated by Jabiru Foodland and ERA were greatly appreciated.
Many thanks to everyone who supported and participated in the event at Bowali and made it a big success!

Engagement Forum
We’d like to extend an invitation to tour operators to participate in the next Parks Australia engagement forum
on 3 March 2016.
At the first meeting held in Darwin before Christmas, Parks Australia and Tourism NT spoke about the value
proposition of Kakadu National Park, the forthcoming e-ticketing system and discussed what infrastructure
improvements were planned for the park. It was a very positive and interactive meeting, and attendees provided
some great feedback.
At the meeting we will conduct a live demonstration of the Beta version of the e-ticketing system for KNP, which
is currently undergoing ‘user-testing’. Thank you to those operators who showed interest in getting involved!
The system will be user-friendly and simple. The ‘just-in-time’ approach means that you can purchase tickets
either prior to your group’s departure, or even when the group is en-route to the park.
By embracing digital technology, we are allowing exciting opportunities for future development like the ability to
book campsites online, access park information, integrate the system into your POS systems, and the like.
Remember, this is the way tickets will be purchased from 1 April.
If you’d like to come along to this session on 23 February, please RSVP Scott Russell on
scott.russell@environment.gov.au.

Camping

No Drone Zone

Starting 1 April 2016, camping fees for adults will
increase slightly (per night) from $5 to $6 at
unmanaged campgrounds (with drop toilets) and
from $10 to $15 at managed campgrounds (hot
showers and toilets).

A lot of fun doodads and gadgets around these days –
not all of them are allowed in the park though.
For a whole range of reasons remote control devices,
including planes and drones, are not permitted in any
Commonwealth reserve.

Children (5-15 years) will pay half the adult price - $3
per night for unmanaged campgrounds and $7.50 per
night for managed campgrounds. Children four and
under remain free.

So please ask your clients to leave their drones at
home to enjoy Kakadu's beauty without committing
an offence!

A new family camping rate will be introduced, at $15
for unmanaged campgrounds and $38 for managed
campgrounds (per night). This covers two adults and
two or more children, offering around a 15 per cent
discount.
Campgrounds without toilet facilities remain free.
This is the first increase since 2009.

If you do come across an individual operating a
drone, please call our Bowali Visitor Centre on
(08) 8938 1120 or email
Kakadunationalpark@environment.gov.au
with details.

Know your Kakadu – Rock art monitoring and maintenance program
Building on the pilot program introduced in 2014, the Cultural Heritage and Biodiversity Management (CHBM) unit
ran another successful rock art monitoring and maintenance program during last year.
The program has now been implemented across the park and over a period of 4 weeks a total of 110 sites were
visited during July and August 2015. Developed in collaboration with researchers, the program looks at identifying
problems at rock art sites and what needs to be done in terms of future monitoring and maintenance.
District rangers worked together with neighbouring WOC or IPA ranger teams, such as Jawoyn, Warddeken and
Njanjma, and relevant traditional owners and compiled baseline information on site.
Many of the sites will be re-visited this year to deal with a range of issues that can affect rock art sites: water,
vegetation build-up, unauthorised access, termites and wasp nests, dust, algae and lichen, salt, old silicone
driplines that need repair or removal.

Don’t break the law - Know your EPBC
Regulations
There have been incidents recently in the park where
deliberate and senseless breaches of the Environment
Protection Biodiversity and Conservation Act 1999 and
Regulations 2000 have occurred. These offences have
caused environmental damage, breaching of cultural
protocols and risk to the safety of clients. Substantial fines
apply for any breaches of the EPBC Regulations.
Individuals and tour operators could also face suspension
of operating in a Commonwealth reserve for up to 10
years as per permit conditions.
Think of the impacts before you make the wrong decision.
Attached is a quick reference document to breaches of the
Regulations which we’d recommend guides carry with
them whilst touring in the park. Please report any
observance of breaches of the Regulations immediately to
the park. Thank you for your cooperation by keeping the
park a safe and protected World Heritage reserve for all to
enjoy.

We would like to know what you are
interested in learning about
regarding Kakadu.
If you have any suggestions as to what
you would like included in a future
edition of the Industry Update, please
forward your suggestion to
Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au

.

Environment Protection, Biodiversity and Conservation Act 1999 and Regulations 2000
EPBC
Regulation

Offence

Act s354



Act s402

Interfere with animal or plant except in accordance with management
plan.
 Damage heritage except in accordance with management plan
 Excavate anything except in accordance with management plan
 Take an action for commercial purposes except in accordance with
management plan.
Threaten a Park Ranger or Warden

Act s402

Obstruct, intimidate, resist or hinder a Park Ranger or Warden

Reg 12.10

Carry out scientific research

Reg 12.11

Excavate, building or carry out works

Reg 12.12

Damage features

Reg 12.13

Damage heritage

Reg 12.14

Dump waste

Reg 12.14

Litter

Reg 12.15

Use a poisonous substance

Reg 12.16

Fossick or remove earth materials

Reg 12.17

Enter or interfere with anything in a cave

Reg 12.18

Bring in firearm, spear, trap, hunting-bow, metal detector, explosives
fireworks or chainsaw

Reg 12.19

Bring in animal

Reg 12.20

Bring in plant

Reg 12.23

Enter prohibited or restricted area

Reg 12.24

Photograph, film, paint or record contrary to restriction or prohibition

Reg 12.25

Not comply with safety direction

Reg 12.26

Climb a rock face, abseil, bungee or BASE jump, hang or paraglide

Reg 12.27

Use a remote control car or plane, make a loud noise or use a generator, be
disorderly, offensive, indecent or obstruct, disturb or annoy a person, throw
or roll a stone.

Reg 12.28

Camp outside camping area

Reg 12.30

Light fire

Reg 12.31

Hold or attend gathering of more than 15 people

Reg 12.32

Bury someone or scatter human ashes

Reg 12.33

Erect commemorative marker

Reg 12.34

Unauthorised commercial fishing

Reg 12.35

Fishing contrary to restriction or prohibition

Reg 12.36

Undertake commercial activity

Reg 12.38

Use film, photo, painting or sound recording of park for commercial gain

Reg 12.39

Collect money or goods

Reg 12.40

Erect sign, flag, banner or hoarding

Reg 12.43

Break speed limit or drive wrong way in one-way area

Reg 12.44

Park or stop in no parking or no stopping area or obstruct traffic

Reg 12.54

Drive through park entrance station without stopping

Reg 12.55

Walk off road or track

Reg 12.56

Use vessel in restricted area

Reg 12.58

Take off, land, jump from or drop object from aircraft

Reg 12.59

Not produce permit when asked by Park Ranger or Warden

Reg 12.60

Not leave park when asked by Park Ranger or Warden

Reg 12.61

Not pay park use fee

Reg 14.01

Not give correct name and address when asked by Park Ranger or Warden

Reg 17.08

Contravene condition of permit
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