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By way of introductions – I’m Pete. I arrived from Canberra three weeks ago and if
first impressions count my early memories of the park in years to come will be the
people I’ve met here. The knowledge, passion, commitment and outright hard work
being done here is overwhelming and humbling.
I’ve spent most of my life in Canberra. My early, post school years, were spent on
the tools as a carpenter before turning my hand to university where I studied
ecology and natural resources. A few years with forestry, Telstra and landscape
gardening and then at 31 I joined the Public Service. I’ve since dabbled in water
policy, some great programs and planning (Reef Rescue, Biodiversity Fund, Green
Army, Bioregional Marine Planning and Coal Seam Gas program).
I am passionate about the outdoors and spent most of my time down south
exploring national parks, surfing and mountain bike riding. I love fishing but am a
little impatient. My partner Mik (Mikaela) and youngest son Dominic arrived a
fortnight ago and are settling into park and school life. We’ve all been out and about
site seeing and chasing that elusive Barra that will beat my 28cm bream record. I
bought a bait caster but after the weekend am seriously considering giving it up to a
pair of on-looking Rainbow Bee eaters who were eyeing off its nesting potential
after each cast!
Down to business. First and foremost a huge thank you to all the support everyone
has given me over the past few weeks. A special thanks to Karen Beare, Scott
Russell, David Phillips and Sarah Kerin for their handover and to all those I’ve met on
country for their warm welcome and knowledge of Kakadu, it’s environment,
people, culture, history and businesses. My head is full but I’m very much looking
forward to many more conversations on country.
There’s a lot happening with recruitment at the moment and a few fresh faces have
already started (myself included) with unbound enthusiasm. A big thanks to Kakadu
Management Board members and Scott for their huge efforts! I’m really looking
forward to a full compliment over the coming months. I’m also delighted to let you
know that Chris Artiemiew will join the Kakadu Family as Manager, Park Operations
on 17 August 2015. Chris comes to us from Queensland Fire and Emergency Services
where he was a Principle Project Manager. We look forward to welcoming him and
his family to Parks Australia and our Kakadu family.
I’ll stop there for now, but please feel free to swing past or pop into Bowali and say
hello anytime.

Break-Out the Cake – Bowali is Turning 21!
Can you believe that in August 2015, our beloved Bowali Visitor Centre
is turning 21?
When Bowali first opened in 1994, the centre was heralded as an
architectural success, winning multiple awards in building excellence.
21 years later, Kakadu is still receiving a great deal of praise for its
stunning design. This success was no accident, and is a result of over
two years of consultation, planning and design by Glen Murcutt Pty Ltd,
Troppo Architects and Kakadu National Park.
Bowali Visitor Centre presents two views of
Kakadu, the Gukburleri (Aboriginal) and
Guhbele (non-Aboriginal) views. We hope
that visitors will leave the display
understanding more about the Park and
realising that we all have a responsibility to
look after this country.
The building is constructed from local
materials sourced by the Djabulukgu and
Gagudju Aboriginal Associations and Park
staff. No rainforest or imported timbers were
used.
Rammed earth walls, ironwood floors and natural stone features help blend the 168 m long Bowali Visitor Centre into
Kakadu’s landscape. Intended to resemble a rock shelter, wide verandahs offer a close relationship with the bush
setting and generous shade, while the roofline and alignment encourage air flow. A formalised billabong and creek
bed are also incorporated in the Centre to catch and drain the monsoonal rains.
Next time you are in the Park, we encourage you to spare a few moments to swing past Bowali and share your
birthday wishes, and say ‘g’day’ to the front-counter staff to find out what else is happening around Kakadu.

Kakadu Visitor Survey 2015
The Kakadu Visitor Survey 2015 is now online! The Visitor Survey is designed to assist Parks Australia in future
planning and management of Kakadu.
This brief online survey aims to determine whether the expectations of visitors to the Park, including your clients,
were met during their visit and give them a chance to tell us about aspects that could be improved.
It would be much appreciated if you could include the link to our online survey in your newsletters, collateral and on
social media: https://environment.au.citizenspace.com/parks-australia/kakadu-national-park-visitor-survey-2015
The survey is open for three months from 1 August to 31 October 2015. By completing the survey before the end of
October, your clients will automatically go in the draw for a Kakadu gift hamper.

NAIDOC Week 2015
Kakadu’s NAIDOC celebration at Bowali Visitor Centre
was an extravaganza of hands-on culture this year (9
July). Following a flag raising and welcome to country,
local MC Jason De Santis entertained the crowd,
encouraging everyone to get in there and have a go,
learning from local Bininj experts.
More than 250 visitors and locals got busy weaving with locally harvested pandanus, having a go on the morle
(didgeridoo), cooking damper on the coals and trying their hand at painting in a traditional style. Meanwhile,
special guest Senator Nova Peris judged the painting and colouring-in competitions, and at lunchtime a feast of
locally sourced buffalo and veggies cooked in a ground oven was served up off the back of a tray-back. It was a
fabulous day - a true celebration of culture on sacred ground.

Have Your Guides Completed KKfTG?
It has come to our attention that some guides have been working within the Park without having completed the
Kakadu Knowledge for Tour Guides course.
Please keep in mind that it is a permit condition that all guides who have primary responsibility for leading groups
in Kakadu must have successfully completed the KKfTG course. Any guides that are yet to obtain their KKfTG card
and certificate are, however, able to support tours within the Park with an accredited guide while they complete
the training.
When employing new staff, we ask that you check your guides’ statement of attainment to make sure everyone in
your team has in fact completed the training, as simply being enrolled is not sufficient.

Please Welcome our New Interps Ranger
– Christian Diddams
A familiar face has joined the ranks here in Kakadu.
Christian Diddams was successful in becoming the
first person in the new ongoing role as Interpretation
Ranger. Christian has been at Kakadu as a Seasonal
Ranger for 3 years and has years of interpretation
experience at Uluru, Tasmania and SA.
Christian will be working in the Interps team with Lia,
and together they will be providing year-round
activities for visitors and school groups, industry
inductions, trade shows, events and face-to-face
marketing.

Using Drones and other Gadgets
We live in a time of rapid technological advancement,
and with this can come a lot of fun doodads and
gadgets. However, it is important to note that not all
of these toys are allowed in the Park. Under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Regulations 2000 (Reg 12.27), remote control
devices, including planes, cars and drones, are not
permitted in any Commonwealth reserve. In fact,
anyone who uses these types of devices in Kakadu
can be subjected to criminal fines of $1,700. So,
please remind your guests to leave these devices at
home.
Ask your guides to be our ‘eyes and ears’ and report
any breaches to Bowali Visitor Centre or email
Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au. Photos of any
sightings would be great.

Know your Kakadu – Kakadu’s New Fire Management Strategy
Kakadu is in the process of updating its Fire Management Strategy. The new Strategy will ensure improved fire
management practice in the Park, particularly around reducing the percentage of the Park burnt each year.
Research clearly indicates that too much, and the wrong type of (high intensity) fire is a contributing factor in
threatened species decline (see the Threatened Species Strategy).
Fires in the Late Dry Season (defined as the 1st of August to the end of December) can do significant ecological
damage, and are difficult to control. These are often started by lightning strike, or by people burning country at
the wrong time of year.
Kakadu maintains a network of over 100 fire plots, across all landscape and habitat types. These are visited and
photographed annually. Our fire plots now form part of the Three Parks Network across the NT. Information from
this has helped us understand the role of fire in the savanna, is used for validation for remote sensing of fire scars,
and has been integral in developing the Savanna Burning Abatement Tool (SAVBAT) model for savanna carbon
farming projects. They have also formed the basis of faunal monitoring in the Park.
There is interest from some Aboriginal associations to utilise carbon credits to increase Bininj participation in fire
management in the Park, whether via the Emissions Reduction Fund or the voluntary market. At this stage, Kakadu
is working with the associations to support any potential project bids.

Do you want to end up like this?

No? Then slow down on our roads.
Tour operators have been observed reaching speeds over
100km/h on Jim Jim Road, clearly sign posted as a
maximum speed of 60km/h.
Excessive speeds only further damage the road and create
hazards for oncoming traffic. So, slow down for
everyone’s safety, stay on the left side of the road and
drive with your headlights turned on.

Kakadu staff have been informed to keep an eye out for
any dangerous behaviour on our roads. If you see any
dangerous driving within the park, we ask that you let
us know. Contact kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au

We would like to know what you are
interested in learning about regarding
Kakadu.
If you have any suggestions as to what
you would like included in a future
edition of the Industry Update, please
forward your suggestion to
Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au

