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The Storms Have Arrived
The rain has finally arrived for the season. The park is already springing to life
with green shoots appearing through the previously parched undergrowth.
Kakadu has so much to offer this time of year. Art sites, which are usually
quite crowded, become peaceful sanctuaries, while the wetlands and
waterways start to swell.
As of 1 December 31 until March access to Ubirr is from 2pm until sun set permitted tour operators can access Ubirr from 8.30 am using their wet
season key. For details on tour operator access, please contact 08 8938 1140.
Alligator Billabong, Bucket Billabong and Red Lily Billabong is currently
accessible via the Arnhem Highway only. The Southern access along the Old
Jim Jim Road has been closed due to seasonal conditions.
Sign up to our road report to receive up-to-date information on site access
and road conditions: kakaduroadreport.wordpress.com
Check out our Facebook page
to see the latest info on the
park
https://www.facebook.com/
KakaduNationalPark

Kakadu Over the Christmas / New Year Break
Kakadu is a magic place to celebrate and spend time with family and friends, and there will be many exciting
places to visit in the park if you happen to be spending time with us during the Christmas break.
Please note Bowali will be closed for Christmas Day. However, the information board with road conditions and
access notes will be kept up to date.
If there is an emergency on 25 December, please contact the duty ranger via our emergency calling devices,
which are located throughout the park. The visitor centre will be open for the remainder of the festive period.
To help plan your travel ahead of
Christmas Day, why not contact
our Bowali team on (08) 8938
1120 or email
KakaduNationalPark@environme
nt.gov.au? Otherwise, from all of
us here at Kakadu, please have a
lovely festive season, and we
look forward to seeing you in the
park in the New Year.

Gunlom and Maguk Closed for the Season
as Waterways Begin to Rise
We hope you had an opportunity to enjoy our most
popular visitor site Gunlom this year. Due to heavy
rainfall in the south of the park, rapidly rising waterways
and a flooded walkway, we have now closed the site for
the season due to the risk of flash flooding and
crocodile movement.
District rangers have also closed Maguk after recent
heavy rainfall on the Arnhem Land plateau.
As rivers and waterways begin to rise throughout the
wet season they may eventually overflow, causing
flooding in some areas. Please keep the safety of
yourself and your visitors in mind while on Kakadu’s
roads, and do not attempt to drive through any flooded
areas.
For up-to-date information regarding road access,
please visit kakaduroadreport.wordpress.com or call
Bowali Visitor Centre on 08 8938 1120.

Keeping Us In the Loop
This year’s dry season was another great opportunity for Kakadu’s tour operators to impress their clients
with what the park has to offer. Now things are starting to slow down a bit, it may be a good time to make
sure all of your permit documentation is up to date. While most of Kakadu’s tour operators work hard to
ensure their permit details are in order, things can occasionally be forgotten or overlooked. Therefore, we
encourage all tour operators to double check the following and pass on any new/updated information to the
park:


Everybody has the appropriate permit for
the activities they are conducting within
the park
 PLI insurance policies
 Details of accredited guides
 Vehicles used to conduct commercial
activities
If you have any questions/queries relating to your
permit, please feel free to contact the Permits
Officer on 8938 1140 or email
Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au.

Wet Season Opening Hours

Hosting Media?

Warradjan Cultural Centre have reverted to their
“green season” opening hours of 9:00am - 3:00pm.
Normal trading hours 9:00am – 5:00pm will
commence again in time for Easter from 25 March
2016.

We’ve been seeing lots of positive coverage and
fabulous promotion of Kakadu National Park in the
media lately. Unfortunately we have identified a few
instances where operators have hosted travelling
journalists – or had a photographer on board for
marketing purposes – without a permit.

The Bowali Cafe and Gallery have also commenced
operating at reduced hours - open daily between
9:00am - 3:00pm. Please note, however, purchases
are now only available as EFTPOS transactions. No
cash is kept on site.

If you’re hosting a journalist or bringing in a
photographer or film crew, please let us know.
If they are capturing images for commercial purposes,
they will also need a permit. It’s worth getting it right.
We are more than happy to lend a hand and take the
stress out of the application process and planning.
For any media permit queries, please contact the
Project and Communications Officer on (08) 8938
1176 or email kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au.

2 Kakadu Operators Capture a Brolga
Congratulations AAT Kings and Venture North Australia for being
awarded a 2015 Brolga Award!
The Brolga Northern Territory Tourism Awards (Brolga Awards)
are the official tourism awards program for the Northern
Territory. The Brolga Awards recognise and encourage tourism
businesses that strive for excellence in every area of their
operation.
The Brolga Awards are open to tourism operators, industry suppliers and outstanding individuals, who
prepare a submission in response to a series of questions and criteria that measure business excellence.
Winning a Brolga Award is the industry’s highest accolade and the recipients represent the best products
and services in the Northern Territory.
Throughout the Brolga Awards history, the diversity and calibre of entrants has matched the vitality and
growing professionalism of the Northern Territory’s tourism industry.
Winners of the 2015 Brolga Awards business categories will represent the Northern Territory at the
Australian Tourism Awards.

Call for Step-on Guides
Kakadu is looking to update its step-on tour guide
register. Step-on guides are used by companies and
coach/charter services operating in the park
without a tour guide with the Kakadu Knowledge
for Tour Guides accreditation. If you have this
accreditation, and you are looking to be included
on the register in the future, please email
Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.au with your
name, contact details and seasonal availability.
Please note that by adding yourself to the step-on
guide register you are giving Kakadu National Park
permission to share your details with
people/businesses seeking tour guide services.

We would like to know what you are
interested in learning about regarding
Kakadu.
If you have any suggestions as to what
you would like included in a future
edition of the Industry Update, please
forward your suggestion to
Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.auau

