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Overview
Through the Our Marine Parks Grants 
program, the Australian Government 
is investing over $28 million in the 
long-term health of Australian Marine 
Parks by supporting park users and 
marine industries to:  

• improve the long-term 
sustainability of fishing in ways 
that support the objectives 
of Australian Marine Parks 
management plans. 

• undertake practical and 
innovative activities that support 
and improve park management 
and the protection of marine 
habitats. 

• engage in marine park 
management and to improve 
knowledge and understanding of 
Australian Marine Parks. 

Over the last two years, the grants 
have supported a wide range of 
organisations. Some examples are 
provided in these case studies.

Minimising the impact of long line 
fishing - Tuna Australia

Parks Australia is working collaboratively with 
the Australian seafood industry on ways to 
promote and recognise sustainable fisheries 
management and practices. This project is 
supporting Tuna Australia to work with their 
commercial fishing members to improve drift 
prediction methods of long line fishing. This is 
enabling fishers to comply with marine park rules 
and set their gear with greater confidence, supporting 
sustainable fishing that is consistent with Australian Marine 
Park zoning and management objectives.

Seafloor mapping and surveys - 
Dhimurru Aboriginal Corporation

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People have 
strong links with their Sea Country, which includes 
many regions, habitats and species within Australian 
Marine Parks. 

This project is supporting 
research in Wessel Marine 
Park which overlaps Sea 
Country in the Dhimurru 
Indigenous Protected Area 
(IPA).

The research will enable 
habitat comparisons between 
Wessel Marine Park and 
the Dhimurru IPA, establishing 
baseline data to guide future management and 
research. 

Traditional Owners will use the findings to map and 
protect the Cultural Values of Sea Country. 

Environmentally sensitive mooring 
infrastructure - The Cod Hole and  
Ribbon Reef Operations Association Inc

This project is supporting the replacement of 
moorings in the Coral Sea Marine Park with new 
environmentally sensitive 
moorings at dive locations 
at Osprey, Bougainville, 
Holmes and Flinders reefs, 
which are spectacular 
tourism destinations 
providing unique visitor 
experiences. 

The new moorings 
will improve outdated 
infrastructure, mitigate 
anchoring damage to fragile reef habitats and 
enable the continuity of world-class nature-based 
tourism in the Coral Sea Marine Park.

Marine Park Discovery Zone - 
Busselton Jetty Inc 

This project is delivering a Marine Parks 
Discovery Zone and the world’s largest 
underwater window into the marine 
environment. Due for completion in 
March 2022, the zone will use interactive 
programs, theme-based exhibits, 
video projection, art and Aboriginal 
interpretation to educate people 
about Australian Marine Parks and the 
important role they play in preserving our 
unique marine environment. 
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FUNDING ROUNDS 1 AND 2

Round One co-contributions 

Round One funding 

Round Two co-contributions 

Round Two funding

To date $11 million of Australian Government funding 
has supported 34 projects across Australian Marine 
Parks through two rounds of Our Marine Parks Grants. 

Our partners have made an additional $10 million 
in co-contributions to support the delivery of some 
outstanding marine conservation outcomes. 

The program has also:

• increased engagement in the management of 
Australian Marine Parks, 

• improved sustainability of fishing practices, and 

• improved knowledge and understanding of 
Australian Marine Parks. 

RECIPIENTS 

The Our Marine Parks Grants program supports a wide 
range of organisations including tourism operators, 
regional councils, Indigenous corporations, private 
businesses, the commercial fishing industry and 
universities.

Round One supported eight fishing industry 
organisations to deliver 12 projects to assist fishers 
adjust to new Australian Marine Parks and improve the 
long-term sustainability of fishing.  

Round Two supported 18 capable organisations and 
community groups to deliver 22 projects, which 
supported the following Australian Marine Park 
management programs: education and awareness, 
science, Indigenous engagement, tourism, park 
protection and management.

APPLY NOW – ROUND THREE
Building on the success of rounds one and two, the 
Australian Government is now investing a further $17.2 
million in funding over four years through two new 
rounds of Our Marine Parks Grants.

The next funding round, of $8.6 million, will open for 
applications in October 2021 and close in December 
2021. All funding will be contracted by June 2022.    
We expect to hold a fourth round in 2023.

The grants will create opportunities for industry, 
community organisations and Indigenous groups 
to build their capacity to play an active role in the 
management of Australian Marine Parks.

Please contact AMPGrants@awe.gov.au if you have 
any questions about Our Marine Grants program. 
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