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Th�s B�oreg�onal Profile descr�bes the character�st�cs 

and conservat�on values of the North-west Mar�ne 

Reg�on and the adjacent coastal waters and land. 

Th�s �nformat�on w�ll gu�de development of a Mar�ne 

B�oreg�onal Plan for the Reg�on. 

The env�ronment of the North-west Mar�ne Reg�on 

exper�ences relat�vely l�ttle pressure from human 

act�v�t�es �n compar�son w�th many other parts of the 

ocean �n Austral�a and elsewhere. Large areas of the 

Reg�on are remote, w�th human settlement concentrated 

�n relat�vely restr�cted stretches of the coast. However, 

human act�v�t�es over the last 200 years have had an 

�mpact on the mar�ne env�ronment of the North-west 

Mar�ne Reg�on. Intens�ve harvest�ng of whales, sharks 

and other fish over a relat�vely short per�od �s thought 

to have changed the relat�ve d�str�but�on of spec�es 

and �s l�kely to have altered ecolog�cally �mportant 

relat�onsh�ps between prey and predators. 

The Western Austral�an economy �s pred�cted to 

exper�ence substant�al growth over the com�ng years. 

Th�s w�ll be dr�ven pr�mar�ly by growth �n the onshore 

m�n�ng and offshore petroleum sectors, prompted by 

�ncreas�ng demand from the fast-grow�ng econom�es of 

As�a. The growth �n these sectors, together w�th growth 

�n support�ng serv�ces and �nfrastructure sectors, and 

of the populat�ons of coastal centres, �s l�kely to result 

�n �ncreas�ng human �nteract�ons w�th the spec�es and 

hab�tats of conservat�on value �n the North-west Mar�ne 

Reg�on. 

Concurrent w�th the mar�ne b�oreg�onal plann�ng 

process, the Austral�an and Western Austral�an 

Governments are undertak�ng a strateg�c assessment of 

the west K�mberley, under Sect�on 146 of the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 

Act). Th�s strateg�c assessment �s be�ng undertaken 

to ensure susta�nable development wh�le conserv�ng 

the K�mberley’s un�que natural and cultural values. The 

strateg�c assessment w�ll be undertaken �n two parts, the 

first relat�ng to the s�te select�on and management of a 

common-user l�quefied natural gas (LNG) hub to serv�ce 

explo�tat�on of the Browse Bas�n gas reserves. The 

second part w�ll be a w�der assessment of the cultural 

and env�ronmental values of the K�mberley, to formally 

�dent�fy �ts nat�onal and �nternat�onal her�tage values to 

�nform broader land use development �n the K�mberley. 

The strateg�c assessment w�ll prov�de certa�nty for 


�ndustry and reduce the �mpacts that would otherw�se 


occur �f p�ecemeal development of onshore LNG 


process�ng fac�l�t�es were to occur along the K�mberley 


coastl�ne. More �nformat�on on the strateg�c assessments 


under the EPBC Act can be found �n Append�x B.
 

Th�s Profile prov�des a summary of what we know about 


the mar�ne env�ronment of the north-west and the 


ways �n wh�ch we use �t. Th�s summary and support�ng 


reports (see Sect�on 1.2) prov�de an �nformat�on-base for 


the next stages of mar�ne b�oreg�onal plann�ng �n the 


North-west. Wh�le the Department of the Env�ronment,
 

Water, Her�tage and the Arts has endeavoured to ensure 


that the �nformat�on �n th�s Profile �s comprehens�ve,
 

up to date and accurate, we recogn�se that stakeholders 


may have add�t�onal �nformat�on that may contr�bute 


to our understand�ng of the Reg�on. The Department 


welcomes comments on the Profile and any add�t�onal 


�nformat�on that may ass�st �n develop�ng a b�oreg�onal 


plan for the North-west Mar�ne Reg�on. Comments 


and add�t�onal �nformat�on can be sent by ema�l to 


<NW_mar�ne_plan@env�ronment.gov.au> 


or to 


The D�rector,
 

Mar�ne B�oreg�onal Plann�ng - North-west,
 

Mar�ne and B�od�vers�ty D�v�s�on,
 

Department of the Env�ronment, Water, Her�tage and 


the Arts,
 

203 Channel H�ghway
 

K�ngston, Tasman�a 7050.
 

All �nformat�on prov�ded w�ll be cons�dered by the 


Department �n develop�ng the Draft North-west Mar�ne 


B�oreg�onal Plan.
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Trochus. Photo: Austral�an Inst�tute of Mar�ne Sc�ence. 




